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Phoenix resident Norris Barker remembers with
striking clarity the day he met Nelson Mandela.

Barker, an American living in South Africa at the
time, was driving from a funeral when he began to have
car trouble. Hewent looking for help and found himself
at a world-trade center in South Africa where Mandela
was speaking at a banquet.

“Hehad suchagentle voice, andhewas so charismat-
ic,”Barker said of theOct. 7,1990,meetingwith the anti-
apartheid leader, who became SouthAfrica’s first Black
president in 1994. “It was like divine intervention.”

Barker, a Mandela enthusiast, later acquired 1.5 mil-

lion official ballots thatwentunused in the1994all-races
election that marked the end of apartheid.

The ballots, now considered collector’s items, mea-
sure 8by18 inches. They feature color photos of the can-
didates, including Mandela, and their 19 parties and
flags.

Barker, a math teacher at Ombudsman-CharterWest
online high school, continues to sell the unmarked bal-
lots, which feature Mandela in the 12th spot.

Barker said proceeds from sales of the ballots could
helphimpromoteandbuild sculpturesof the94-year-old
SouthAfrican icon, who remained in the hospital Friday
battling a lung infection.

Phoenix resident Norris Barker said proceeds from the sale of South African election ballots from 1994, which feature Nelson Mandela as a
candidate, could help him promote and build sculptures of the former president and South African icon. MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC

For Valley man, Mandela
pride leads to bid for statues
By Beth Duckett
The Republic | azcentral.com

Barker fondly
recalls the day
he met Nelson
Mandela in
South Africa in
October 1990.
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Arizona Theatre Company
expects to post more than a
$1million deficit for the fiscal
year ending June 30, the result
of a disappointing season at the
box office and in fundraising
that has sparked dispute and

finger-pointing behind the
scenes at the state’s largest the-
atrical producer.

This is the fourth straight
yearATChasendedsignificant-
ly in the red, and it is by far the
largest loss since the Great Re-
cession, which sent non-profit
arts organizations reeling
across thestateand thecountry.

The company’s so-called
earned revenue — primarily
fromticket sales inPhoenixand
Tucson — dropped from
$4.4 million in 2012 to $4.2 mil-
lion, and contributions were
down from $2 million to
$1.7 million. But the primary
driver of the deficit seems to
have been overly optimistic in-
come projections.

A year ago, ATC planned a
$7.3 million operating budget
based on expectations of a large
gift froman“angel”donoranda

sharp increase in ticket sales,
neither of which materialized.

“We projected based on the
fact that there were going to be
two really large-scalemusicals,
that there were going to be Pu-
litzer Prize and Tony Award
winners” in the 2012-13 season,
said managing director Mark
Cole. “And people didn’t come.

“In retrospect, those aggres-
sive goals were a mistake, but
they were well-vetted and re-
searched and … supported by
the board (of trustees) and the

staff.”
Cole, the former general

manager of Miami City Ballet,
joined ATC in August 2011. Last
June, he secured an anonymous
giftof$500,000 thathelpedkeep
last year’s deficit to a manage-
able level.

But several board members
believe he is chiefly to blame
for thecompany’scurrent fiscal
woes.

For example, Michael Sei-

Arizona Theatre Co. $1 mil in the red
Widest gap since recession forecast
as fundraising, sales come up short

By Kerry Lengel
The Republic | azcentral.com
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In 1892, the Casa Grande
Ruins were declared a
national monument by
President Benjamin Harri-
son.

In 1930, a cloudburst
dropped 2 inches of rain on
Tucson.

Safety tether? Who wants to be
tied down?

Nik Wallenda will attempt a
televised high-wire walk 1,500 feet
above the Little Colorado River on
the Navajo Reservation on Sunday,
and he’ll do it with nothing anchor-
ing him to the cable or hanging
between him and the ground.

It’s his natural way. He says he
never used a tether in any of his
walks before ABC made him use one
to cross Niagara Falls in 2012. Drag-
ging the tether along the wire was
uncomfortable, he said.

“It definitely increased my risk of
falling,” he said, which could have
led to a dangerous tangle.

He said 1,500 feet high isn’t
much more dangerous than 15. He
prefers his freedom.

Wallenda holds seven Guinness
world records.

The program begins at 5 p.m.
Sunday on the Discovery Channel
and Discovery.com.

—Brandon Loomis

Daredevil won’t use tether for Grand Canyon feat

news.azcentral.com

Are you wittier than cartoonist Steve Benson? Prove it
by entering a caption in this week’s contest. B6

For the latest breaking news from around the Valley,
follow@azcentral on Twitter: twitter.com/azcentral.

On a heavily traveled high-
way running through the small
town of Chino Valley is a small
church with an electric sign
that reads: “Lord Jesus, protect
our firefighters.”

Pastor Wayne Ballard, the
spiritual leader of Grace Bap-
tist Church, said the idea came
tohimwhentalkingwithchurch
members about the Doce Fire’s
effectonthesmallcommunities
that surround Granite Moun-
tain near Prescott.

“Oneof themwas talkingand
saidwe’re praying for the prop-
erty, andwe (realized) the prop-
erty can be lost, but we don’t
want any human lives to be

See COMMUNITY, Page B4

Fire-area
residents
banding
together
By Erin O’Connor
and D.S. Woodfill
The Arizona Republic-12 News
Breaking News Team

“T
ea party” Republi-
cans today launch
theircampaign tocut

off health-care coverage for
nearly 5,000 cancer patients
and 17,000 Arizonans who suf-
fer frommental illness.

It’s a chance for the right-
wingerswho control theArizo-
naRepublicanParty toshowus
what they’remadeof—wheth-
er they have what it takes to
sabotage their own party, not
to mention innocent people
whose lives may well stand in
the balance.

My guess is they don’t. But
it won’t be from lack of trying.

The newly formed United
Republican Alliance of Princi-
pled Conservatives today be-
gins circulating petitions
aimed at blocking nearly
300,000 low-income Arizonans

laurie
roberts

ForMedicaid
foes, heat is
just starting
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Attorneys for Maricopa
County Sheriff Joe Arpaio
have filed a notice to appeal
last month’s federal court rul-
ing that determined the agen-

cy engaged in widespread ra-
cial profiling through its immi-
gration-enforcement efforts.

The notice is a procedural
step that ensures Arpaio will
have the opportunity to file an
appeal, said Jack MacIntyre, a

deputy chief with the Sheriff’s
Office.

Some politicians and critics
of the Sheriff’s Office have
asked Maricopa County admin-
istrators todenyfunding for the
appeal of U.S. District Judge

Murray Snow’s May ruling.
TheMaricopaCountyAt-

torney’s Office has re-
searched whether county
administrators or elected

Sheriff’s Office to appeal racial-profiling ruling
By JJ Hensley
The Republic | azcentral.com
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