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“Whites Only’ signs could mean good business

A UNITED States businessman, Mr :

Norris Barker, Is delermined to
make a mint out of South Alrica's
past by selling “Whites Only” signs
and other apartheid memorabilia in
the Uniled States.

After an arlicle in Salurday Star
two weeks ago regarding the myste-
rious disappearance ol Soulh Afri-
ca's apartheid signs, Mr Barker said
he was convinced thal a “million-

dollar markel” existed in the US,

“I am forming a company wilh
black businessmen on a 51/49 per-
cent basis which will ensure loans
from the Uniled Stales once aparl-
heid is over. We will use Lhe sale
of apartheid memorabilia as a
springboard for other venlures.”

Mr Barker inltends shipping the

memorabilia to his hometown ol -

Wichila in Kansas where members
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of his family will help with distribu-
tion and marketing.

Currently a malhemalics Leacher
al a privite black school in Johan-
nesburg, Mr Darker came to South
Alrica in 1904 with the idea of sell-
ing sccond-hand American clothing
and [oolwear to local blacks.

Iis attempts to establish the busi-
ness in Venda were thwarted by
the South African Government,

A number of Saturday Slar read-
crs have telephoned or wrillen in lo
say, although museums in the coun-
try were having dilliculty tracking
down aparlheid signs, Lhese were
still very mueh in evidence.

“"Whites Only™ signs were still Lo
be seen in Dethal, for example, and

a Johannesburg businessman said
that Heilbron was also clinging on
Lo the past:

“l frequently drive through Heil-
bron on my trips around the counlry
with Visitors [rom overseas. And of
course, they all make me stop at the
municipal park so thal lhey can
photograph the "Whites Only™ and
‘Admission Reserved™ signs,” he
said.



